treasere was buried again in

‘wother spot, and the treasure
"eckers went back to Spain

HE obituary notice ‘as it

appears in

l one's hoau paper, whether
ene’s home town happens to be
York or Snohomizh, would not ap-
i the average reader as an aid to
d the most elaborate and successfual
pdence games, vet such is the case.

j utllizing “Death Notices” to the'r
stage crooks who have -ptl'ih“:{c"l in
i krown to the fraternity, generally

e Spanish prisoner swindle, have
o many thousands of dollars frem the,
s of huve been proof
it every other method of attark, but

finally have yiclded to the lure of

uen, who

far the Spanish prisoner swindle goos
I8 human consciousness to the Peter
w s that never grows up—the in-
o bve of youth for the lure of buried
maite, 1t may Ye imagined by some
e boy who likes to read pirate
i und tales of treasire hunts puts
g.ouch things with hig childish toys.
M aot 50, 3 brain somewhere
is something left, cven when he is
along  in  middle something
feh eatches fire at mention of
ed treazure and burns as fiercely as
the duys when as a lad he t his first

Back in h

AR
the very

iog of “Treasure Island.'
e suceess of the Spar prisoner
dle 1= based upor windler's ac-
knowledge of human nature —their
ging up on thiz inna ove of romance.
ieh perhap wknowledged
by the p " y has it in its most
punced forr T swindlers know
R outward appears counts for noth-
and that a nding and repu-
Ina commu t for wothing
sgainst this lut Outwardly
8 reputation a may be proof
st all forn . He may be

who would

forn any con-

B s ught to approach him
B lhreecard monte, the shells, the gold
fake Lots on ruces, or any

B time-honored method of diverting
pld of commerce from itz customary
%, and he may be the first to fall
fhe Spanish prisoner swindle. It

cho-analyst to tell why,
i then perhaps the psycho-analyst would
*rong. But apparently there are na-
™ that respond ns readfly to the esll

i take & psy
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of romance us other
natures respond to
mor¢ humdrum
methods of getting
something for noth.

ing. Such natures
keep  the  Spanish
prisoner swindle

alive in all its rami-
fications and varia-

Lions,

This form of swin-
die has been poing
on for at least thir-
ty-fivg years to the
knowledge of the
writer. Probably it
than
for if une gres

is much older
that,
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Illustrations by J. Norman Lynd

“obits™ from any and all partz of the
country in gquantitics that vary only with
the amount paid to satd bureau for ecol-
lecting the deaih records. It is surpris-
ing how many peuple get their names in
the paper when they die,

Let us suppose that Ansan B.
of Niwot, Colo., has died and Jereminh
W. Emall v appointed executor of his
estate. Mr. Small, in cpening his friend
Pepper's porthumous mail, finds
thing that puzzles him. It is & letter
with a foreign postmark—Cadiz. Spaln,
mott likely. The letter ix couched in pome-
what guarded language, but in offect it
rays that rosy, that th
writer has personally counted the 82
in gold, and all that
and get the treasure.
7
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Pepper,

some

everything is
70,000

rmaina is to po
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The faithful leader of the expedition
is now in prison in Cadiz, and Spanish
Frank almost weeps as he tells about it

into the history of modern swindling opera-
tions he will be surprised to find how very
ancient most of them are. The best oper-
ator of recent years is known as “Spanish
Frank,” He is really an Italian, but his
dark complexion enables him to pass as
a Spaniard—that and a very clever han-
dling of the Spanish language, The last
time I saw Spanish Frank, the Spanish
prisoner game was dull, and he was in
New Orleans selling little machines which
manufactured ten-dollar *bille, That is,
they manufactured such bills under Span-
ish Frank's manipulation. He would put
in some green paper and turn a crank, and
out would come a crisp ten-dellar bill,
which would pass anywhere for the very
good reason that it was genuine. No
wonder he could sell such u machine for
£300 or $400, It turned out only-the one
810 bill, but by the time the purchaser
went still-hunting for Spanish Frank that
worthy was in some other quarter selling
hig little machines.

Obituary notices, as said at the begin-
ning of this article, have played a large
part in the successful operation of the
Spanish prisoner swindle in recent years,
Any press clipping buresu will supply

Mr. Small mctita-
tively rubs the stub.
ble of his beard a
long time with the
paper cutter. He
cannot make as
muclht of the letter as
he would like, It is
deeply mysterious—
tantalizingly 0.
That is because it
has hit the keynote
of romance AawWay
back in Mr.
consciousness,
doesn’t know it, but
he is & ngain
back in the old barn
dreaming over the
treasure ontories
which his dad teld
him he must not
read.

Emall determines
to answer the letter
and find out more
aboul this treasure.
So he writes, setting
forth that Mr. Pep-

Small's
He

boy

and

Vi

it only.

L' Y n‘r\ce""Keetps' This Old Swindle Alive

By A FORMER CONFIDENCE MAN

#per ia dead, a fact the awindlers gleaned

long ago from the bhituary notice. Hi

& let-'

ter ix sent to New York from Cadiz and is
filed away By the swindlers as an exhibit

to be followed up. Also Mr. Small's
financial rating is looked up. It.is found
that he is a prosperous citizen, able to

draw a subst

In answer ta Mr
another missive

antial eheck.

from Cadiz, which
him quite a This letter tell
Smeail that Pepper
furnished meoney ty outfit an

start
his ol

to recover m ernsiderable
treasure—$275,000 in"all,
ward found out—which money we
been recovered but for unlooked
cumetaneces,

sum aof b

uld

Small’s letter @

Oy
alvos
Mr.

had

expadition

iried

as was after-

Fave

for elp-
which are relatedtin detail,

It reems that this expedition, ontftted
by that incurable romanticist, the Iate Mr.

Pepper, wans highly successful right up to

the
was

The treasure,
had

final petaway.
in Spanith deubloons,
located and dug up,
letter had ecunt
sonally and
was loaded an
Mr. Pe
of the

d the money over

the boat which the
letter a
English would indicate
frem the hamhor on one
Islands, with nothing to do but pay o
crety and  divide profits
Pepper.

Dut
write:

Spaniard, az his «
had sot

the with

at the mouth of the harbor
goes on to explain, the tight
craft which re ited the late Mr,
chief investment, was boarded
belligerent and well armed crew 1
other eraft, which

nowhere, It was

boarded the treasure eraft were pir

Prese;

per's

geemed to come

suppesed that those

Acting dn this gssumption the defer

it amounted to 2275000,

pper had outftted, and the w

which

heen

The writer of the

per-

It
late
riter
Jueer
forth

of the Canary

fT his
Mr,

the
little
Pep-
by a

m an-

from
who
ated.

wlers

of the bont opened fire and drdve off the
boarding party. One of the supposed
pleates was wornded in the shoulder. A
Lrother of the ® ter writsr was killed.
Realizing the impossibility of ~seaping, the
letter writer put the treasure eraft about
and re-entered the harbor. The treasure
veag buried agnin in another epot, and
eventunlly the treasure seckers made their
way back to Spain,

Here the leader, who writes the lettep,
was put urnl: arrest, charged with ro-
isting Spanish customs autporitie It
ceems that the supposed pirates were in

«The letter-writer had counted the money
over personally, and it amounted to $275,000
remained to ga end get it

-



